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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-45 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



2. Claims 13-16,29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use 



the invention. While the specification discloses, batched accounting and meter-rate 
accounting, no explanation of either method is taught nor are these methods well 
known. These claims have not been treated on the merits. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



4. 



Claims 2-12, 18-28,33-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 



anticipated by Boreczky et al ("Boreczky", US 6,366,296). 
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As per claim 2, Boreczky discloses a video image replaying method capable of 
replaying a feature video image constituted by connecting at least a plurality of shots or 
scenes in a predetermined order (Column 5 lines 39-49), where a shot is a basic unit of 
a motion picture image and a scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at 
least one shot, the method comprising the steps of: on the basis of meta information 
(Column 12 lines 42-45) including recording position information of the shots or the 
scenes constituting the feature video image and information specifying extracted shots 
or extracted scenes extracted from the shots or scenes at a threshold value setting a 
disclosure level (Column 12 lines 22-27, Column 7 lines 18-29); sequentially replaying 
the corresponding extracted shots or extracted scenes in the predetermined order 
constituted by connecting at least a plurality of shots or scenes in a predetermined order 
(Column 12 lines 22-27). 

As per claim 3, Boreczky discloses a video image replaying method capable of 
replaying a feature video image constituted by connecting at least a plurality of shots or 
scenes in a predetermined order (Column 5 lines 39-49), where a shot is a basic unit of 
a motion picture image and a scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at 
least one shot, the method comprising the steps of: on the basis of meta information 
(Column 12 lines 42-45) including recording position information of the shots or the 
scenes constituting the feature video image and an index value preset for each of the 
shots or-for each of the scenes (Column 12 lines 40-45); determining the scene or the 
shot having the index value reaching a threshold value setting a disclosure level as an 
extracted shot or an extracted scene (Column 12 lines 56-61); and replaying an 
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extracted video image produced by connecting the corresponding extracted shots or 
extracted scenes in the predetermined order (Column lines 22-27). 

As per claim 4, Boreczky discloses a video image replaying method, wherein the 
threshold value is changed in accordance with an instruction (Column 14 lines 12-19). 

As per claim 5, Boreczky discloses a video image replaying method capable of 
replaying a feature video image constituted by connecting at least a plurality of shots or 
scenes in a predetermined order (Column 5 lines 39-49), where a shot is a basic unit of 
a motion picture image and a scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at 
least one shot, the method comprising the steps of: on the basis of meta information 
(Column 12 lines 42-45) including recording position information of the shots or the 
scenes constituting the feature video image and an index value preset for each of the 
shots or for each of the scenes (Column 1 2 lines 40-45); displaying on a screen a graph 
of a value produced by sequentially integrating the index values of the respective shots 
or the respective scenes in the predetermined order (Column 12 lines 22-27); and when 
an arbitrary position on the graph is designated, sequentially replaying the feature video 
image after the designated position (Column 14 lines 20-30). 

As per claim 6, Boreczky discloses a video image replaying method capable of 
replaying a feature video image constituted by connecting at least a plurality of shots or 
scenes in a predetermined order (Column 5 lines 39-49), where a shot is a basic unit of 
a motion picture image and a scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at 
least one shot, the method comprising the steps of: on the basis of meta information 
(Column 12 lines 42-45) including recording position information of the shots or the 
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scenes constituting the feature video image, an index value preset for each of the shots 
or for each of the scenes (Column 12 lines 40-45), and information specifying an 
extracted shot or an extracted scene extracted from the shots or the scenes in 
accordance with a predetermined condition (Column 12 lines 40-45); displaying on a 
screen a graph of a value produced by sequentially integrating the index values of the 
respective shots or the respective scenes in the predetermined order (Column 12 lines 
22-30); displaying marks indicating the extracted shot or the extracted scene on the 
graph (Column 12 lines 30-34, Column 14 lines 5-19); and when one of the displayed 
marks is designated, sequentially replaying the portion corresponding to the extracted 
shot or the extracted scene at and after the mark portion from the feature video image 
(Column 14 lines 20-30). 

As per claim 7, Boreczky discloses a video image replaying method capable of 
replaying a feature video image constitute by connecting at least a plurality of shots or 
scenes in a predetermined order (Column 5 lines 39-49), where a shot is a basic unit of 
a motion picture image and a scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at 
least one shot, the method comprising the steps of: on the basis of meta information 
(Column 12 lines 42-45) including recording position information of the shots or the . 
scenes constituting the feature video image and an index value preset for each of the 
shots or for each of the scenes (Column 1 2 lines 42-45), determining the scene or the 
shot having the index value reaching a designated threshold value as an extracted shot 
or an extracted scene (Column 12 lines 22-26,40-45); displaying on a screen a graph of 
a value produced by sequentially integrating the index values of the respective shots or 
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the respective scenes in the predetermined order (Figure 15); displaying marks 
indicating the extracted shot or the extracted scene on the graph (Figure 15); and when 
one of the displayed marks is designated, sequentially replaying the portion 
corresponding to the extracted shot or the extracted scene at and after the mark portion 
from the feature video image (Column 14 lines 20-30). 

As per claim 8, Boreczky discloses the video image replaying method as claimed 
in claim 7, wherein the threshold value is changed in accordance with an instruction 
(Column 14 lines 12-19). 

As per claim 9, Boreczky discloses a video image replaying method capable of 
replaying a feature video image constituted by connecting at least a plurality of shots or 
scenes in a predetermined order (Column 5 lines 39-49), where a shot is a basic unit of 
a motion picture image and a scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at 
least one shot, the method comprising the steps of: on the basis of meta information 
(Column 12 lines 42-45) including recording position information of the shots or the 
scenes constituting the feature video image, an index value preset for each of the shots 
or for each of the scenes (Column 12 lines 42-45), and information specifying an 
extracted shot or an extracted scene extracted from the shots or the scenes in 
accordance with a predetermined condition (Column 12 lines 40-45); displaying on a 
screen a graph of a value produced by sequentially integrating the index values of the 
respective shots or the respective scenes in the predetermined order (Column 12 lines 
22-27); displaying marks indicating the extracted shot or the extracted scene on the 
graph (Column 12 lines 0-34, Column 14 lines 5-19); when an arbitrary position on the 
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graph is designated and replay of the feature video image is instructed, replaying the 
feature video image after the corresponding position (Column 14 lines 20-30), and when 
replay of the extracted shot or the extracted scene is instructed during the replay of the 
feature video image, switching to replay of the extracted shot for the extracted scene 
after the current position (Column 14 lines 20-30); and when one of the marks indicating 
the extracted shot or the extracted scene on the graph is designated and replay of the 
extracted shot or the extracted scene is instructed, replaying the extracted shot or the 
extracted scene after the corresponding position, and when replay of the feature video 
image is instructed during the replay, switching to replay of the feature video image after 
the current position (Column 14 lines 20-30). 

As per claim 10, Boreczky discloses a video image replaying method capable of 
replaying a feature video image constituted by connecting at least a plurality of shots or 
scenes in a predetermined order (Column 5 lines 39-49), where a shot is a basic unit of 
a motion picture image and a scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at 
least one shot, the method comprising the steps of: on the basis of meta information 
(Column 12 lines 42-45) including recording position information of the shots or the 
scenes constituting the feature video image and an index value preset for each of the 
shots or for each of the scenes (Column 12 lines 42-45), determining the scene or the 
shot having the index value reaching a designated threshold value as an extracted shot 
or an extracted scene (Column 12 lines 56-61); displaying on a screen a graph of a 
value produced by sequentially integrating the index values of the respective shots or 
the respective scenes in the predetermined order (Column 12 lines 22-27); displaying 
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marks indicating the extracted shot or the extracted scene on the graph (Column 12 
lines 30-34, Column 14 lines 5-19); when an arbitrary position on the graph is 
designated and replay of the feature video image is instructed, replaying the feature 
video image after the corresponding position, and when replay of the extracted shot or 
the extracted scene is instructed during the replay of the feature video image, switching 
to replay of the extracted shot or the extracted scene after the current position (Column 
14 lines 20-30); and when one of the marks indicating the extracted shot or the 
extracted scene on the graph is designated and replay of the extracted shot or the 
extracted scene is instructed, replaying the extracted shot or the extracted scene after 
the corresponding position, and when replay of the feature video image is instructed 
during the replay, switching to replay ofthe feature video image after the current 
position (Column 14 lines 20-30). 

As per claim 1 1 , Boreczky discloses a video image, wherein the threshold value 
is changed in accordance with an instruction (Column 14 lines 12-19). 
1 2. The video image replaying method as claimed in claim 2,3,4, 5, 6,7,8,9, 1 0 or 1 1 , 
wherein the meta information has a plurality of pieces of information enabling 
specification of the shots or the scenes matched with the respective plural 
predetermined conditions (Column 14 lines 28-30), selection of desired information from 
the plurality of pieces of information is enabled (Column 14 lines 28-30), and the 
threshold value of the disclosure level is changed on the basis of the selected 
information (Column 14 lines 12-19), and an extracted video image extracted produced 
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by extracting the shot or the scene specified by the threshold value from the feature 
video image is replayed (Column 14 lines 12-19). 

Claim 18 is similar in scope to that of claim 2, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 19 is similar in scope to that of claim 3, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 20 is similar in scope to that of claim 4, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 21 is similar in scope to that of claim 5, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 22 is similar in scope to that of claim 6, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 23 is similar in scope to that of claim 7, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 24 is similar in scope to that of claim 8, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 25 is similar in scope to that of claim 9, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 26 is similar in scope to that of claim 10, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 27 is similar in scope to that of claim 1 1 , and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 
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Claim 28 is similar in scope to that of claim 12, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 33 is similar in scope to that of claim 2, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 34 is similar in scope to that of claim 3, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 35 is similar in scope to that of claim 5, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 36 is similar in scope to that of claim 6, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Claim 37 is similar in scope to that of claim 7, and is therefore rejected under . 
similar rationale. 

Claim 38 is similar in scope to that of claim 9, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

As per claim 39, Boreczky discloses a computer-readable recording medium 
having recorded thereon a program for causing a computer to function as: means for, 
on the basis of meta information (Column 12 lines 42-45) including recording position 
information of shots or scenes of a feature video image constituted by connecting at 
least a plurality of shots or scenes in a predetermined order (Column 12 lines 22- 
27,Column 7 lines 1 8-29), where a shot is a basic unit of a motion picture image and a 
scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at least one shot, and an index 
value preset for each of the shots or for each of the scenes (Column 1 2 lines 40-45), 
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determining the scene or the shot having the index value reaching a designated 
threshold value as an extracted shot or an extracted scene (Column 12 lines 56-61); 
means for displaying on a screen a graph of a value produced by sequentially 
integrating the index values of the respective shots or the respective scenes in the 
predetermined order (Column 12 lines 22-30); means for displaying marks indicating the 
extracted shot or the extracted scene on the graph (Column 12 lines 30-34, Column 14 
lines 5-19); means for, when an arbitrary position on the graph is designated and replay 
of the feature video image is instructed, replaying the feature video image after the 
corresponding position (Column 14 lines 20-30); means for, when replay of the 
extracted shot or the extracted scene is instructed during the replay of the feature video 
image, switching to replay of the extracted shot or the extracted scene after the current 
position (Column 14 lines 20-30); means for, when one of the marks indicating the 
extracted shot or the extracted scene on the graph is designated and replay of the 
extracted shot or the extracted scene is instructed, replaying the extracted shot or the 
extracted scene after the corresponding position (Column 14 lines 20-30); and means 
for, when replay of the feature video image is instructed during the replay, switching to 
replay of the feature video image after the current position (Column 1 4 lines 20-30). 

As per claim 40, Boreczky discloses a video image information recording method 
comprising the steps of: on the basis of meta information (Column 12 lines 42-45) 
including recording position information of shots or scenes of a feature video image 
constituted by connecting at least a plurality of shots or scenes in a predetermined order 
(Column 1 2 lines 22-27, Column 7 lines 1 8-29), where a shot is a basic unit of a motion 
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picture image and a scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at least one 
shot, and an index value preset for each of the shots or for each of the scenes, 
displaying a graph of a value produced by sequentially integrating the index values of 
the respective shots or the respective scenes in the predetermined order (Column 12 
lines 22-27); and when an arbitrary position on the graph is designated and an 
instruction to determine the designated position on the graph as a position for inserting 
a marker is inputted (Column 12 lines 30-34), additionally recording at least the 
recording position information corresponding to the designated position on the graph as 
a marker position to the meta information (Column 12 lines 32-34). 

Claims 41 and 42 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 40 and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

As per claim 43, Boreczky discloses a video image replaying method comprising 
the steps of: on the basis of meta information (Column 12 lines 4-45) including 
recording position information of shots or scenes of a feature video image constituted by 
connecting at least a plurality of shots or scenes in a predetermined order (Column 12 
lines 22-27, Column 7 lines 18-29), where a shot is a basic unit of a motion picture 
image and a scene is a unit of a motion picture image containing at least one shot, and 
information specifying at least one of the shots or at least one of the scenes as a marker 
position (Column 12 lines 28-35); retrieving the information specifying the marker 
position from the meta information when retrieval of the marker position is instructed 
(Column 12 lines 28-35); and replaying the video image from the recording position 
corresponding to the retrieved marker position (Column 14 lines 20-30). 
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Claims 44 and 45 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 43 and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Boreczky et al ("Boreczky", US 6,366,296). 

As per claim 1, Boreczky discloses a screen control method applied to a 
continuous video image display phase for displaying on a screen a feature video image 
consisting of continuous video images and an extracted video image display phase for 
sequentially displaying on the screen a plurality of sets of extracted video images 
obtained by extracting predetermined parts of the feature video image (Column 14 lines 
20-30), the method comprising the steps of: displaying a first screen having at least a 
first video image display area, a first video image transition display area and a first 
switch input area, in the extracted video image display phase (Figure 1); displaying one 
of the plurality of sets of extracted video images replayed on the basis of a current video 
image recording position, in the first video image display area; displaying, in the first 
video image transition display area (Figure 1 item 1), a video image transition graph 
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showing the transition of the video image recording position of the feature video image 
(Figure 1 item 3), a mark superimposed on the graph at the video image recording 
position corresponding to each of the extracted video images (Column 4 lines 54-57), 
and a cursor which constantly updates with the lapse of time the current video image 
recording position in the extracted video image currently displayed in the first video 
image display area(Column 4 lines 47-54) and which enables shift of the current video 
image recording position to an arbitrary video image recording position in an arbitrary 
one of the extracted video images (Column 4 lines 47-54); displaying in the first switch 
input area a first button which enables input of an instruction to shift from the first screen 
to a second screen displayed in the continuous video image display phase while cutting 
out and holding the current video image recording position (Column 5 lines 25-49); 
displaying a second screen having at least a second video image display area (Figure 1 
item 1), a second video image transition display area and a second switch input area, in 
the continuous video image display phase ; displaying the feature video image replayed 
on the basis of the current video image recording position (Column 14 lines 20-30), in 
the second video image display area; displaying, in the second video image transition 
display area, a video image transition graph showing the transition of the video image 
recording position of the feature video image (Column 12 lines 22-27), and a cursor 
which constantly updates with the lapse of time the current video image recording 
position in the feature video image currently displayed in the second video image 
display area and which enables shift of the current video image recording position to an 
arbitrary video image recording position in the feature video image (Column 4 lines 47- 
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54); displaying in the second switch input area a second button which enables input of 
an instruction to shift from the second screen to the first screen displayed in the 
extracted video image display phase while cutting out and holding the current video 
image recording position(Co!umn 5 lines 25-49); and shifting between the extracted 
video image display phase and the continuous video image display phase on the basis 
of each of the instructions inputted during the display of the first button or the second 
button, so as to display either the first screen or the second screen (Column 14 lines 20- 
30). Boreczky teaches switching the key playback controls 6-1 ,6-2,6-3 with an icon 9, 
but fails to distinctly point out two different screens. Therefore Official Notice is taken 
that the use of two similar display screens is well known in the art, developers often use 
two screens instead of one in order to reduce clutter on the screen and so that a main 
display screen is kept consistent throughout the interface. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to combine the method of Boreczky 
with the current teaching. Motivation to do so would have been to provide a user with 
less screen clutter by using two display screens. 

Claim 1 7 is similar in scope to that of claim 1 , and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan F Pitaro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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4071 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm Monday through 
Thursday and on alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ryan Pitaro 
Art Unit 2174 
Patent Examiner 



RFP 




